Before the War (13:00)
· In the decades before the Revolutionary War, the English Colonists in America experienced rights and freedoms unrivaled anywhere else on Earth
· There were vast amounts of land on the continent for the taking and it was cheap

· From Maine to Florida there were only 2 million people and only 4 cities existed with more than 10,000 people (Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, and Charlestown)

· It was heavily wooded and rivers were obstacles to expansion

· They were the freest people in the world

· Wealth was accessible through hard work and perseverance

· Enlightenment ideals guided the colonists

· Most colonists were English and looked to England for most aspects of life

· Slavery was practiced throughout the colonies (New England in shipping and in the South for the labor intensive tobacco industry)

· Massachusetts exported 2 million barrels of rum per year in the 1700s (also exported beans and lumber)

· In 1754 the frontier became the battleground for the French and Indian War

The Early Enemies (18:00)
· In the mid-1700s the Ohio River Valley became the subject of dispute between the French (possessors of Canada), the British (possessors of the 13 colonies), and the natives

· The colonists depended on the British due to fear of encroachments of the French

· Young British Officer George Washington was sent to the central Pennsylvania wilderness to tell the French that they were encroaching on English land- this led to war
· All except one or two individuals were killed by the Virginians or native allies

· Weeks later the French forced Washington and the English to surrender their makeshift fort that they had built called Fort Necessity

· He signed the surrender documents that were in French admitting to assassinating Jumonville the French ambassador, thus starting the war

· In 1759 the war finally turned in favor of the English at Quebec because

· Whoever controlled Quebec controlled the St. Lawrence River and all of Canada

· At the Battle of Quebec, 5,000 British faced off against 4,000 French troops

· Canada became an English province and the French withdrew from North America

· The British believed that since they had fought a war for the Colonies, the Colonies should pay their fair share

Boston: The Seeds of Revolt (22:35)
· The colonists had plenty of money and paid practically no taxes

· Most taxes were invisible taxes on imports

· The taxes in England were 25 times higher than in the colonies

· Boston was a city of 20,000 and the second largest city in the Colonies

· James Otis was a colonial writer who wrote about the tyranny of England

· Samuel Adams did little else in his life than to go around agitating colonists about the British- he was a professional revolutionary

· Early taxes like the Sugar Act didn’t impact common people- only merchants

· The Stamp Act, however, affected everyone.  It required a British stamp to be affixed on all papers in the Colonies

· Sam Adams used the Stamp Act to start a rebel group called the Sons of Liberty

· The loyalists or Tories wanted change too, but wanted to remain part of England

· Sam Adams split the colonies into thirds (1/3 supported the revolution, 1/3 were against it, and 1/3 were neutral)

· To Governor Thomas Hutchinson, whose 3 story mansion was destroyed by the Sons of Liberty they were a dangerous mob

· A common way to deal with British officials was to tar and feather them

· England was not intimidated by the colonies.  It would tax the colonies and the colonies would pay and behave according to King George III

· George III was not a tyrant and remained accountable to the Parliamentary English Constitution
· The King relied on his ministers like Lord Frederick North for advice about the colonies

· To protect their tax collectors and officials, George III began to quarter British soldiers in the Colonies (and especially Boston)

· It was a cold night on March 5, 1770 and a young soldier stood guard at the Customs House on King Street in Boston
· Several soldiers under Colonel Preston came to his assistance as a mob formed, shouting, and throwing ice and snow at them

· In the chaos, one of the soldiers fell and his musket went off. Preston ordered them to hold their fire but he was too late and his men fired into the crowd

· Five citizens died (including Crispus Attucks) a former slave

· Later in the year, the soldiers stood trial and were defended by the best lawyers in America including John Adams

· In the summer of 1773 the colonists dressed as Mohawk Indians protested the Tea Act by boarding three ships in Boston Harbor and throwing the tea into the harbor
· After the Boston Tea Party, England struck back with the Intolerable Acts

· The Intolerable Acts closed Boston Harbor

· In a 1765 session of the House of Burgesses in Williamsburg Virginia, Patrick Henry gave a fiery speech claiming that “taxation without representation is tyranny” but the last thing the colonists really wanted was representation because they would have been significantly outnumbered in any vote in Parliament.  No taxation without representation was simply a slogan.  What the Colonists cared more about were ideas, independence, and personal and national liberty.

The Oldest Revolutionary (33:50)
· The revolutionary War was really a civil war because there were many who remained loyal to the king

· Benjamin Franklin was a self-taught genius was a staunch Patriot when he returned to America but his son William was the royal governor of New Jersey and remained loyal to the king

· Ben Franklin spent nearly 15 years in England lobbying for the colonies before the revolution but at the time he was relatively loyal to the king

· Little by little Franklin became disenfranchised with England which began with the Stamp Act

· He soon realized that England and the Colonies could not be reconciled

· William Franklin was respected by most people as a good governor, albeit loyal to the king

· Ben Franklin was absolutely humiliated by England’s privy council in 1774- from then on his effectiveness in England as a lobbyist was gone and he became an important Patriot
· Ben Franklin sailed home in 1775 and became one of the most famous people in the world but he would also alienated his son

Bunker Hill: The First Great Battle (40:00)
· While Franklin was at sea between England and the Colonies, the first shots were fired of the Revolutionary War at Lexington and Concord

· In late May 1775, reinforcements arrived from England including General William Howe, General Henry Clinton, and General Johnny Burgoyne

· Many of the British officers believed that one big battle would put down the rebellion

· Israel Putnam of Connecticut believed that the best way to trigger one big battle was to build a fort in Charlestown, overlooking Boston Harbor with cannon to shell the British ships

· The rebels began to fortify Breeds Hill overlooking the harbor

· 2/3 of the redcoats in Boston landed at the base of Breeds Hill and a British cannon fired up at the Patriots (decapitating one young Patriot)

· This is where Israel Putnam said: “don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes” probably due to the inaccuracy of the American muskets and probably because of the shortage of gun powder
· The British were surprised by the ferocious battle put on by the Americans.

· The British regrouped but then returned after the smoke cleared.

· The British retreated a second time but later in the day General Howe pushed forward a third time.  This time they succeeded because the Americans were forced to retreat after running out of gun powder.

· The British took the fort in the end but at a significant psychological cost. Nearly ½ of the British force of 2,200 were dead.

· Putnam as well as the British soon realized that one big battle would not end this war, but a full war would occur.
